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great tact, for Sherishi relates the following narrative of Abu3t Tahir Mohammed ibn *Ali al 'Ilaf: " I went to see Ibn Sanrun and found him on his chair in the congregation, and as he preached, Abu'l Fath, who was sitting by the side of the chair, was overcome with drowsiness and fell asleep. Then Abul Hasan (Ibn Sam'un) stopped for a time until Abu'l Fath. woke up and raised his head, when he said to him, ' Didst thou see the Apostle of God in thy dream?' 'Yes/ said Abu'l Fath. ' It was for that reason/ returned the preacher, ' that I stayed my discourse, that I might not interrupt thee in thy converse.'" ThS same commentator tells an anecdote which shows the dangers to which men of note were exposed for their political opinions. A servant of the Khalif At Ta'f Tillah relates that the Khalif one day bade him go and bring Ibn Sam'un to the palace. " I saw," said he, " that the Khalif was angry, and he was much feared when in that condition on account of his severity, so that I was concerned for Ibn Sam'un; "When he arrived I informed the Khalif, who took his seat in the hall, and bade that he be brought in. When he entered he made salutation and began a discourse. And his first words were, ' It is related of the Commander of the Faithful, eAli son of Abii Talib (God accept him);' then he mentioned a Tradition of him, and went on preaching on this tenor until At T&Y wept, and his sobs could be heard, and the handkerchief which was to his eyes was wet with tears. When Ibn Sanrun had ceased the Khalif I gave it to him, and he departed. When I returned to At T&'i3 handed me a packet, with perfumes and other things for him, and I said, ' Master, I saw thee incensed against Ibn Sam'un, and through his coming hither thou art calmed ; what is the reason?3 The Khalif answered, ' Complaint was made that he had spoken ill of eAli (whom God accept), and I wished to be convinced; and if the thing had been true I would have killed him; but when he came before me he opened his discourse with the mention ofe Ali, and by the Blessing on him, so that I knew he was innocent.3" It must be remembered that it was the traditional policy of the Abbasides to exalt eAli and his House at the expense of the